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would have been the real | Willinm Miles, the member for Somersethire : that
2 because | gentleman had declared for the maintenance of
Mapte 1o Me, I have | the existing law in its inl:f:it , and given &ir
Robert notice, that henc he must ex-
mt the renewal of his confidence. Dut Sir

| lence, from the rest, and absorbed much anxiety. THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. | abandon that attempt. So much, therefore, for the | ¢ = m.;_
These are, the Weatminster and the South Not- 'm:.f‘ nl.li.t‘.—?, New mm | course which 1 have pursued with respect to those | « treachery' which you

: * Jority who had been_hitherto me. | never | he interests ob
tinghem contests, the first cansed by the appoint- | e give below the brilliant speech of Sir Robert | g 150 yous Intosust, ol S50 wipee L O

made nquiry as to who should constitute the

: s, ! stitug ieve ourselves from the odium of ati ng

ment of Capt. Rous as a Lord of the Admiralty ; the | Peel in favor of hi w finangial rel. He | Dew @ ent; Ihad no personsal objections of g, ; i RS
i . i i r 18 ne ial measu Kad. ﬂ for these restrictions in such a moment of pressure

spoke nearly three hours, but all the points will be | 80 d y beliel was that this question cught (Repeated : iument would have taunt- bert implored that gentlemsn and others
of Chiel Secretary of Ireland. The liberal found preserved in our condensation. During the | 10 be adjusted. T was prepared to faciliine its ad- | &g fun wn?}hfh?"e)mfﬂ of Holland and Belgium, they might visit these penal consequences,
forward Gen. E of the legion-i PULY | twelve nights’ debate, there were 108 speaxers, 48 | justment by my vote, ayd by the exercise of what- | where, though the pressure_was leas severe, mea- | 00 Ministers, 1o pass the measure submilted to
otor ho i n'1 s, e Iezmn-m-sﬁe.m of whom advocated free trade, and 35 protection. | ever influence [could command.” As (o the party | gures of precaution had been adppted. Under simi- [ them, if they thought it advisable at the present
" 'f-g' ! o 5 represented the West End, | Nearly all the talent of the house was in favor of the | Who had so long given him their support, it was na- | [ar eireumstances to the present, what had been the | crisis. In statieg that he had hitherto been a sup-
f"l. tnd“ something more,” and whose love f'nr free trade v, and foremost amongst the speakers | tural that they should withdraw their confidence, | sourpe taken by English Parliaments deeply inte- | porter of the government, Mr. Miles was in a mis-
When lh: ey e fan ts Uapieis's. | on that side were Lord John Russell, SirJames | 8cting as he iad done at varisnce with the esta- | rested in the welfare of agriculture 1 There have | falie. On the great queation of * grease”—(Roars
i m:tmml of the election came—we siate | Graham, Lord Mo I.I:.lvhlr. Cobden, Mr. Bright, | blished principles on which party isusually conduet- | peen timen before when thers has been the appre- | of luughter)—he was a determined opponent, under
l‘ld a8 & m [the interest which the contest excit- | Sir George c[uk,.rﬁr_ illiers, Mr. Goulburn, and | ed._ But he would ask them, was it probable he | ension of scarcity in this country ; what mﬁeu an apprehension that grecse migit be used by some
, an light in which it was viewed by the | Mr. Sydney Herbert. The most eflective speaker | Would have sacrificed their favorable opinion and | the remedy that the heart of avery man suggested 1 | Poople as a substituté for butter. “ Now | must
Government—Sir Robert Peel presented himself as | on the other side was Mr, Disraeli support ualeas influenend by the highest considera- | What h.u{veen the reinedy that ihe lsgislative wig- | 88Y that I'think the hon. geatleman, in wking his
tions of public duty 1 He ought to know the mo- | dom took 1 Why, in every cas*, without exceptioa, | stand upon grease, did much [nore injury than bene-
tives of his party ; and he believed thatthere never | 11,o romovhl for o time of the duties upon cora, | fit to the cause of protection.” A few mors of Mr.
existed a part influeneed by more honorable and | (Cheers and eonnter cheers.) [A member—“What | Miles's argments he wus anxious Lo notics. Asto
disinteresied feelings: This testimony was due 10 | oy the end of the time 1] 1will eome to that im- | 13, was ils cultivation ahandoped in consequence
them. Bt for himself be must say, lot the conse- | pedintely. 1 rejoice in the cheer which I met from | o the withdrawal of the duzy T—and at what period
quences be what they may, they couid not rob him | that quarter—(looking to the Protection benches)— did it take place 1
of the conviction that the advies which he had given | what'ia it but an assent apparestly an uaanimous | | Mr. War, Miugs—After the last remavel of the
was eonsistent with ail the due obligations which | assent—(* Ne "")—at any rate, a very general as- | Gty on flax,
party could impose. *‘1 know what would have | gong that st a period of impending famiae, the pro- | = Sir Rosxrr Pexi—Now the last reduction of
conciliated temporary confidence. It would have | PEr precaution to be (aken 18 to engourage the trea

TWENTY-TWC DAYS LATER.

as eight o'clock, at one of the hustinge, the

moment the poll opened, and tendered hua vote for Sir Rossar Paat. roee and said, two matters had

n occupied the uttention of the House : one, the man-
g" Lord of the Admiralty, Captaia Rous. The other | per lr:whiuh a party should be conducted ; the other,
Cabinet Ministers and supporters of the Government | the measurea by which the contin ney of a great
in their various localities within Westmiaster, did | public calamity should b= mitiau«f and the pﬂfmg.
the -m:'i,l'ﬁ ".‘"{hﬂm was strained to make the | Ples by which the commercial policy of a great em-
Minister’s favorite the peopla’s choice. But all was pire d for the future be governed. On the first
uselcas. The flat had gone forth. The demooratic | point the greatest part of the Gebete had tarned ; he
principle amongst the most aristooratic leeale in Eu- | did not undervalue its importance, but surely it was
rope—in the world—had to be vindicated, and Rous | gubordinate to the second. On the party question

Highly Important Intelligence,

THE REFUSAL OF ARBITRATION, | his

IN ENGLAND.
THE OREGON QUESTION IN FRANCE.

THEE GREAT DERATE
In the British Parliament, on the
CORN LAWS.

NEW PROPOSITION FOR THE TOTAL REPRAL
. OF THE CORN LAWS,

TERRIBLE BATTLE IN INDIA.
INCARASE IN THE BRITISH ARMY.

Nom Arrival at Liverpeol of the Pilot Boat
William J. Bemer,

The Railway Revulsion---Extensive
Oommercial Failures.

Depression in the Cotton Market,
PALL IN THE PRICE OF CORN.

TISMI'REAS IN TAE LONDON MONEY
MARKET.

The steam ship Hibernis, arrived at Boston at
# o’closk yesterday moming. She sailed from Liv-
erpool ou the éth inst.

The méws is highly important.

Jt 12 said that despatohes, of the greatest import;
anoe, have come out in this ship, for the British
Minister and our own government. We shall
MH!MMWIH&M their character.

Thets bas been a tremendous battle in Indis. No
lasy tham thres thousamd British and Native troope
killed, and a reported loss of 80,000 Sikha.

Cotten kad alightly declined.

The prise of cora had fallen.

American affairs continued to absorb the public
mind in England and France.

There have been several extensive failures in Lon-
doa and Liverpool. 1n the latier place ome house,
Messrs. SBiockdaje and Sons, the most extensive
soap manufacturers, it is said, in the world, have
suapanded payment. Their liabilitien are little short
of balf a mullion of money. The failure was owing
to the tightnems of the money market, and to their
eonsequent inability to negociate their paper.

This great failure has seriously involved several
firms, sud bus dragged down some smaller houses.
The Liverpool Borough Bank suflers to the extent
of more than £100,000, and the result has been to
send the shares of that establishment almost to par.

The American Minister 1n London is confined to
his homse by sickness.

Loais Philippe 15 said te be in favor of refernng
the Oregon dispute to the arbitration of thres Eng-

* Webund three Amenican gentlemen—ihus carrying

out the ides of Mr. Winthrop, of Massashusetts,

The packet ship Patrick Henry had reached Li-
verpool, but we oan flnd no intelligence of the pilot
boat Wm. J. Remer.

The weather in Kngland continued unusually
mild, and the effest cannot fail to make itself felt on
the growing crops. Vegetation is exwemely for-
wind.

The great debate on Bir Robert Peel’s financial
weheme, which extended over three weeks, and af-
fouled food for twelve nights’ inoessant oratery,
‘wis Lrought to a close on the momung of the 2%th
ult., by & division whish gave the Minister a majo-
rity of minety seven! The eye of the hawk never
followed its prey with greater intensity than the pub-
Lig, out of doows, bave tursed to these debates in-
Parliament.

‘The agitation which is now proceeding in faver
of free trade is almost exelusively confined to the
walls of Parlisment. The people out of doors—the
great mass of thinking, intelligent, stirring na-
toa=-require no fillip, want no incentive, to wed
them to the cause.

We annex the monster debate, and its all but
WomMer majornty—a msjonty too potent for the
landlords to struggle sgainet. The safety of the
meastre seems o be insured ; and our readers,
engaged in commeres with England, may rest sat-
fafled that Peel's commercial policy will become
the law of the land. There will be wrangling,
there will be delay, but there will net, cannot be

- defear. So says Willmer's Timaes.

The events of the last few days before the Hi.
bernia sailed, show that the House of Lords will
swallow the pill ; with wry faces, it may be, like
children taking medicine, but they will gulp it
down, from a conviotion of its neoeesity—com-
bined, probably, with a conviction, equally strong,
that they will bo made to do so should they turn
restive.

Some isars have been expressed that Lord Stan-
ley would lead the protectionist forlorn hope in the
House of Peers.

‘The affairs of Ireland are absorbed in the con-

 templation of the great free trade drams, which is

now being acted in England.

The proceedings in Parliament, a: ising out of the
Government scheme for extended trade and com-
merce, have beea followed by a vanety of political
movements, upon which the attentisn of the soun-
try has been anxiously fixed. Amongst the half
doken or half score elections which have had their
origin in this cxuse, twolhave stood out par excel-

was accordingly sacrificed. The first hour showed
him in & minority; and every hour uatil four in-
creased it, when he was nearly 1,000 votes behind
military opponent.

The Spanish and English Government, it is said,
are about _formins a commercial treaty, by which
Spanish wines and Cuba sugars are to be received
iato this country on favorable terms; the manulac-
tured goods of England to be admitted into Spain
at low rates of duty.

The *“ Locossoes ™ of Berne have gained a great
trinmph. A ?Jol_"uy of p‘hmu againat 10,000 of the

whole .g’:ﬁplu a8 at an
ante | be elected by the 24 of March, tor the
drawing up of a_new constitution, in place of the
existiog one, which is too aristocratic.

_Father Mathew has published a letter, accompa-
nied with specimens of brend and * stirabout,”
made from [ndian corn. Efforts are now making

Ireland, but into the three kingdoms generally, on
the plan which markaits use in the Um’::?i Suzu

Naples has entered into commercial treaties with
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Sardinia.

as also removed the prohibition on the import of
pins, allowing it to take place on payment of a mo-
derate duty. Iu_;ﬂﬂ_el 18 very liberally dis with
regard to her tariffs, and, 1t is said, intends to
very great modificstions 1n them,

It will be seen, by referring to théeommunication
of our Paris correspondent, that the French Cham-
bers have voted & sum of money for the setilement
of a line of steamers between Havre and New
York, so that when all the l]:rojnmd “ vapor ships
are in action, & daily, or at least a semi-weekly mail
between Europe and America will have bren se-
cured. The spirited and successful maner,:. s of the
Halifax mail steamers are building anotner fine ves-
sel, to add 1o their already splendid fleet of steamers.

Free trade principles are becoming popular in
France.

Subscriptions for the distressed Irish have been
oommenced ai Caleutta.

_Baron Von Bulow, Minister to the king of Prus-
‘min, died at Berlin, recently.

From Pruseia we hear, with alarm, that the chole-
ra is raging furiously.

Queen Victoria and Prince Albert wil, it is said,
uiter her accouchement, visit France. The Duke
and Duchesa of Nemoirs are to repair to London to
accompany them.

In one r, ending Gth January, 1 29 241
quarters of wheat and wheat ﬂouﬁergwi.'mpomd
1nto England from Canada.

The Grand Duke of Baden having found his
chambera intractible, has dissolved them. Theop-
position ealc on retaining their majority.

According to the German newspapers, there is
now raging in several'parts of Russia a violent die-
3-: h:..mong caitle, similar in every respect to the

Lul

The Aupstrian Lloyd’s Co. have 20 steamers, whose
total force amounts to 7900 tons, and 2000 horse pow-
er. The least is 40-horse power, and the largest
180-horse power. .

Pl;rha:aﬂm rok War.—Whether or nor:r we

ve war, great preparations are made for it.

army is to be mcreased 10,000 men ; the militia

are to be in for immediate training; the

ordingnce corps are to receive an accession of 1500

men ; the :,-iysll n}iumes:oalﬁoqr?en ; and the land

regiments e line 3 increase 1n the
navy will be about 1,000 men.

Amurvats rrom THE Unrrep  Stares.—The
steamship Hibernia arrived here on her homeward
voyage trom Boston, on the 14th ultime, after a
B'uuga of 13 days. S.e was sueceeded, on the 23d

the Queen of the West, whose news was antici-
:ladg’ ﬂu‘h e On the 27th, the Sheridan,

ve ya ‘T NeWSs, AIrLv anticipatin

'the Oxford, of the 2ad, which arrived on Lﬂ:‘ IoE
lowing qx. the 28th. Onthe2{ inst, at2 30P M,
the Patrick Henry, Capt Delano, put us in posses-
sion of dates to the 8th ult , after a rough voyage —
At the time of our poing to press we have po
news of the clipper schooner ** William J. Romer,"”
which sailed]with the Patrick Henry, and vf which
we find 2o much said in the New York papers of
the th. The Patrick Henry has fairly beaten her—
The t news by the Patrick Henry was for-
immediately to London by our exprese, and
- there in 6} hours after the vessel entered the
river: our messenger making up the news ftor pub-
heation whilst travelling up. It is worth remark,
that the same dates from New York arrived in Lon-
don in one hour alterwards, vie. Havre, by the “8t.
Nicholas,” arrived at that port on the “ult., and
which vessel sailed in company with the Patrick
Heary and the clipper schooner.

To the cnpl;i:.-t &ﬂk mull_aig&:en of all tlul vessels
we tender our & for the prompt delivery of
our papers.— Wilmer’s Times, March 4. i
The Effect the Rafasal of Arbitration Pro~

daced In Engiand.
[From Wilmer's Times, March 4

The scarcity of mooey has been m-.iing itse!f
felt in the cotton market. During the last fortoight
the market has been dull, with receding prices,and
matiers would have remained in this lethargic
state, had it not been for the arrival, on Monday, of
the ck Henry, which sailed on the 6th, and
which hasbrought the s m to Con-
_the cor ence between British
rican ministers relative to the Oregon.—
> which question has taken hans
qmg‘—mm IIB: 1t was hoped that the ooﬁmlr\-

government wouldpave
-uhm -~
es.

sleamer.

i

hejlimudsh; the dispute, on Lerms

its effect the has
have m make it more decidedly firm. The
pilot-boat, William J. Romer, which sailed in oom-
my with the Patrick Henry, has not yetarnved —

is said to be the bearer of Mr. ham’s de-
q:ndgeﬂodlhn Mwm:ﬁmu _ The packet
experienced heavy weather. Twise it is
that the m eraft nu'hl‘ have cat a more re-
epectable m‘n the race.

The Great Battle In India.

Our oolumns to-day contain a record of two terri-
fic battles, 1n which the British troops have been en-
gaged, in the East. The Sikhs, it will be seen,
passed the &Illg. in numbers variously esti-
mated 000 to 80,000, with a splendid
k le that of the English, and
ﬁlllﬂ'?l lusted three days,

eadful. Our forces onl
amounted, British and native, to 20,000, out ol whie

Several distingaished

But the British bayonet did the busin
the officers we have named are not there
nst censure. The Sikhs, it is clear, as regards
iscipline and courage, are far ior to the ene-
mies with whom we have mostly to deal in In-

dia.

The subsequent despatches from Bir anﬂu.
di Governor General of India, show
&%uuﬁmmﬂm&m -

|

to introduce this excellent beverage, not only into | g,

She | dissented from me were either themse

he had little defeuce to maks; he would admit at
ongce that the measures he had bronght forward were
the very worst measures for party interest that could
have been brought forward by him, He considered
it unfortunate that the conduct of the measure, in so
far as the corn-laws were concerned, should have
fallen into his hands ; but that which prevented its
committal to other hands was the firm conviction
under which Ministers labored that a part of this
empire waa threatened wuin at calumity. He
had lirmly believed, he stilid firmly believe, that
there is impending over the country, and that there
will come &t no remote period, a uja.m:tr that they
would all deplorse. When he was compelled toaban-
don the hope ol averting the threatened danger, and
ol bringing the question to a settlement, he took the
earliest opportunity he censistently could of tender-
1ng hisresigoation to the Queen. *‘I offered no
opinion as to the choice of a successor, That is al-
most the only act which is the personal act of the
vereign ; it is [or the Sovereign to determine in
whom her confidence ought to be placed. It wasmy
duty to ascertain, in consequence of the request of
the Queen, whether those of my collufuu who had
ves prepared

to form a government, or to advise her Majesty, if
they themseives were not prepared, to submit to
other hands the formation oP a government—mean-
ing by other hands, those who were favorable to the
maeintenance of the existing corn-law.” Those who
diflered from Sir Robert in the views he entertain-
ed did not think it advisable to form a government;
and her M determined (o call upon Lord John
Ruseell to undertuke the rask. ** ﬁ firm beliel
was, that the noble Lord woul ' have been enabled
to undertake that duty ; my firm persuasion was—
the noble Lord will excuse me for saying 80—my

been to underrate the danger in Ireland—to invite
an unt bination for the maint of the
existing l[aw—to talk chout hoisting the Hag of pro-
tection lor native industry—(cheers and laughter)—
to insist that ugricultural protection should be
maintained in all its integrity. By such a
course I should have been sure to conciliate
temporary confidence ; but the month of May would
not arrive without demonstrating that I had thereby
abandoned my duty to my eounzarz. to mlv Sover-
eign, and even to party. (Loud cheers.) I had and
have the firm persuasion, that in the present tegper
of the public mind, the state of public feeling and
of public opinion with res to the Corn-laws, in-
dependently of all adventitious circumstances,makes
the defence of those Corn:-laws difficuit enough.—
Yet | have the firmest persuasign, that if that calam-
ity which I foresee to r:aland should arrive, and if
the batile had to be fought for muintaining untouch-
ed the present Corn-laws, and for permitting a state
of law to exist whereby a duty of 17s. attaches to
the import of foreign whent, such a degree of odium
would have attached to the landed interests, if that
battle had been fought, as would have done them
the greatest injury.” What were the facts which
came under the cogmzance of the Secretary of
State for the Home Department! Why, that in'one
part of the empire four millions of the Quun‘l sub-
Jects were dependent on a certain  article of food
for subsistence, and that disease had seized that
article. The government saw, at the distance of
three or four months, the Emm _torms of fumine
and disease following in the train of famine. “I
will refer to some documents, if the subject is not
distasteful, as it seemed to be when | last mention-
ed it; for you appeared to dislike a reference to let-
ters, and Ium'wli away imul commaunications. But

it is ab ly r you come to a fi-

firm persuasion was, that he would have d

1t he had undertaken it. I must say, the noble Lord
did disappoint me when he did not at once unoer-
take the formation of a government on the principle
of adjusting this question. I knew all the difficul-
ties with which uny mun would have to contend
who unuertook the conduet of the government. |
knew there must be a greatdislocation of parties. 1
thought it unfair and dishonorable, under the impres-
s1on that the noble Lord would be the Minister, not
to take these steps which I thought would diminish
his embarrassments.” In the former explanation ot
the Ministerial changes, Lord John Russellhad read
one letter, and stated that there were other lettera
of which he had ne copies ; since one of these let-
ters had been referred to as of primary importance,

Sir Robert felt it his duty to read that nlso. On the
8th of December, two dalr after his resignation of
office, and after hearing that Lord John Russell was
tojbe his successor, he wrote, in his privat- capaci-
ty, the tollowing communication to the Queen :—

; WaitkzaLL, Dec. 8, 1845.

“Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to
your Majesty; and, influenced by no other motive
than the desire to contribute, 1if possible, to the 1e-
lief of your Majesty from embarrassment, and to
the protection ot the public inierests from injury, 18
induzed to make to your M.qu? this confidential
communication explanatory of Sir Robert Peel’s
position and intentions with regard to the great ques-
tion which is now agitating the public mind.

“Your Msj can, if you think fit, make this
eommunication known to the Minister who, as suc-
cessor to Sir Robert Peel, may be 'hy your
Mojesty’s confidence. 4

Oa the first of November last, Sir Robert Peel
advised his on account of the alarming
accounts from Ireland, and many districts 1a this
country, as to the failure of the potato crop tromdis-
ease, and for the purpose of guarding against con-
tingencies which, in his opinion, were notimpro-
bable, humbly to recommend to your Majesty that
the duties on the import of foreign grain should be
suspended for a hmited period, either by order in
council or by legislative enacunent; Parliament in
either case being summoned without delay.

“Sir Robert Peel foresaw that this suspension,
fully jusufied by the tenor of the report to which
he has referred, would compel, during the inter-
’nl of suspension, the re-consideration of the Corn
aws,

. “If the opinions of his colleagues had then been
in concurrence with his own, he was fully prepared
to uke the rezponsibility of suspension; and of the
necessary couseéquence of suspension—a compre-
hensive review of the laws imposing restricuons
on the import of foreigu grain and other articles of
food, with & v'::f to their gradual diminution and

umate remo

*8ir Robert Peel is pnpuhit:hd to support, in a p:l
vate ca L4 measures w m be in gene
non{nrmp?g {;ith those which he :’dvised as & Mi-

nuster.
“Itwould be unbecoming in Sir Robert Peel to
mnke any reference to the demmils of such mea-

sures,

“Your Majesty has been good enough to inform
Sir Robert Peel that it is your intention to propose
to Lord John Hussell to undertake the tormation of
a government. . )

“The principle on which Sir Robert Peel was
rtfpued to recommend the re-consideration of the
aws aflectingthelihport of the main articles of food,

neral accordance with that referred to in
the concludin ph of Lord John Russell’s
letter to the electors of the city ot London.

“8ir Robert Peel wished 10 accompany the remo-
val of restriction on the admission ot such articles
with reliel to the land :from such charges as are un-
duly one and with such other provisions as, in
the tetms of Lord Joha Russell’s letier, ‘caution
and even scrupalous forbearance may suggest.’

1 Sir Robert will suppert measures found-
_‘e'a on that general principle, and will exercise uny
influence he may possess to promote their success

Auticipating that a dafficalty might be felt by
Lord John Russell en being ealled upon to under-
take office when an i 1ised expenditure would be
m}uud. thus expouing his financial position to an
uniavorable contrast with that ot his predecessor,
8ir Hobert added the following assurance :—

“8ir Robert Peel feels it 10 be his duty toadd,
that, should your Majesty’s future advisers, alter
consideration of the heavy demauds made upon the
army ol ths country for colonial service, of our re-
Intions with the United States, and of the bearing
which steam on may have upon maratime
wariare and the defence of the country, 1t ad-
visable to an addition to the army and in-
creased navaland military estimates, Sir Robert

wﬂl::_qouthcmp-l;yul dounlhuhou:;
to prevent it irom being considered 1ndicative
or altered feelings tcwards France; and will
assume for the increase in question any ree of
res bility, gu‘n.nt or prospective, which can
fairly attach 10 m':od - ke 3

“ Now,” contin ir Robe wi L is
charged on me that I am robbi onu'un of the cre-
dit which s justly due to them, [ hope tnat the ex-

tion which I have now given, ot the course |
pursued when | was acting under the firmest per-
suasion that the adjustment of tnis question would
be committed to others, may tend to prove that I
was not desirous of robbing others of the eredit of
settling this question, of ol Irying to embarrass
their course.” (Much cheering.) Other commu-
nications had passed during the ministerial negoti-
:wn-;uduwupropo:a'w ut him in 100
of certain details as to the intended by Lord
John Russell, to the question ; but Sir Ho-
bert thought 1t better that he should net be made
acquainted with such particulars., ** I thought that
my know| ol them, or any appearance of con-
gn between Lhamnahh lord d‘,.d mysell, would lulig

¢ tendency rather to prejudice promote

adjusiment of this question. 1 therejore declined 1o
receive the communication of those details ; but I
think that the noble lord must have been satistied,
that though 1 declined to concert the measures with
him, yet 1t was my intention (o give to the noble
lord in the adjustment of Wss question, nccording to
his views of public policy, that same cordial support

which it is his boast he now intends to give mo. I
believe that must have been the i ton of the
noble lord—(Hear, hear! from John Russell)

Eﬁ::du:;d afler communications ;nh me, the no-
ertook the formation of a :
and 1 am Surs ket the noble lord will admit thet

LA

nal decision on this question,that you should under-
stand this Irish case. (Cheers ) You must do so.
(Renewed cheers ) I cannot concilizte your confi-
dence by any expression of regret for the course [
have taken, So far trom it, I declare in the face of
this House, that that day in my public lile which I
look back on with the greatest satiafaction and pride
18 that 1st of November last, when I was ready to
take the responsibility of issuing an order in Couan-
cil to open the porta, trusting to you for an approval
of that step. (Loud cheers ) I wished then, that
by the first packet which sailed after the first of No
vember, the news nught have gone forth that the
ports were open. Tl:;rnmury ject of such & mea-
sure, of course, would have been to increase the
-upplv ol food, and to take the precautions against
famine, although other collateral advantages might
have flowed from it. I think that the best step then
to have taken would have been to open the ports—
and, supposing that our anticipations bad proved
incorreci—supposing that we had formed a false es-
timate of this danger—I believe that the geuerosity
of Parliament would have protected us from harm.
(Cries ol *“‘Hear,” *“hear,” from the Protection
benches ) Sir Robert read letters which had been
received by the lust two maiis from Ireland, not
trom official authorites, but from men from whose
statements there could not be the slightest pretence
of withholding confidence. The firet letter was ad.
dressed to himself by Sir David Roche, formerly
members of Limerick, dated Carass, near Lime-
rick, ¥ ry 1ith. Sir Duvid Roche stated,
that at one time he was disposed to think that
the part of the potatoe crop which d sound
before Christmas would have continued so; but he

found he was in error—the part was now
obl to be given to pigs and cattle, to save the
owners from total loss. Sir David added—*No
doubt, for six or seven weeks, while the remains of
the potatees last, destitution will not be general; but
[ pray you, sir, look toitin time.” The next letter
contained the resuit of & very minute investigation
made by Mr.JW. W. Hemsworth, sub-inspector of
police, stationed at Stradbally, Queen’s County, in-
to the condition of one hundred and ninety families
living 1n that neighborhood. In his enqniries the
officer was accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Emerson
the munister of the parish. ~ The result 18 thus stated
—"*Many families whom we visited, and who had
planted sufficient for their ordinary wants, including
the seed nece for the ensuing season, have not
had a potatoe of any kind for the last month.”
[““Obseerve,” exclai Sir Robert Peel, *this is in
the month of February—five months at least before
there can be any supply from the matural bounty ot
Providence.”] “Others have lost nearly all; andthe
few that still remain are totally unfit for human
ood. In every instance where we saw potatoes in
pits in the fields, we had thein examined, and with
scarcely an exception, we found them to be a mass
of putrefaction, perfectly disgusting evento look at.”

third letter was from Lord Stuart de Decies,
the Lord Lieutenant of the County of Waterford.
Among other particulars it mentioned this—*“That
in two districts alone of the union in question there
are,even at this esrly period of the year, no leas
than three’hundred persons whose stores ol provi-
sions are upou the point of becoming exhausted.”
Lord Stuart suggested, ‘‘that much good might be
efiected in keeping down prices by the establish-
ment of Government corn-stores, from wkich grain
might be parchased at first cost price.” The lﬁtmh
letter was from Mr. Thomas Dillon, of Cahirciveen,
a resident magietrate; it stated, that having gone
round hus district within the last ten daye, he had
opportunities not only of heariog but of witnessi
the destruction which had been committed, an
whish was guiniog ground rapidly. Mr. Dillen
added, that he almost 1elt counf ed nt the diffi-
cm&um exist in procuring a sufficiency of
good seed for the ensuing crop. Sir Robert next
quoted an official return from the highest authority,
embracing particulars (rom every elecioral district,
with the exception of ninety-nine. The facts were
~—that *in four electoral divisions the loss of pola-
toes has been nearly nine-tenths of the whole crop;
in nn , between seven-tenths and t=

proaches to seven teaths of the whole crop; in six-
teen, it approaches to six-tenths; in five lmlufml and
ninety-s1x, nearly one palf of the crop is entirely de-
stroyed; and in five hundred and eighty-iwo divi-
sions, nearly four-tenths of the crop are entirely de-
stroyed.” nt had acted mn the sugges-
tions made to them; stores of corn should be estab-
lished rﬂbc disposed of at low prices, or given in
return for labor.

A Member—*It w1ll be wanted for seed.”

Eir Rosenr Prer~* Yes. To get seed from
foreign countries for the ensuing year is next to im-
An eighth of the whole crop .8 required

seed; each acre of requires pearly a
&m-mﬂ'lmm&r seed : ,Jn"ﬁ.'k’
tonnage which it would require to bnng in 10,000
tons ol potatoes from any part of Europe where po-
tatoes may still abound ; it is almost 1m
supply the deficiency. '1’_|m must look
the accumulation by making savings from the exist-
ing crop. It may be uou-z for youto form tha
saving. When the pressure of famine is severe, the
immediate M?e‘t*m be su
next year w orgotion. e 1
'ulean. for the purpose of emu.;.u. the saving
in sufficient quantities, in order to secure a lllppl‘
of seed for next year.* How are we to do this
Why, by the subsutution, I suppose, of some othe:

re

r

ol provision, to be given under wise

lnrm > gli"mu. waste, uﬂ':'l
xchange. | ask you,

suasion, and telling them, *individual cnarity in

yenrt “mpu than the govern-

ment can supply ; You m ve corn in exchange

{p’:m : h-' or for menmd‘hum;
ife’—e. ve stood here, proposing votes

000 o1 00, and m«;urwu ufe_mmy

to dispense  in charity, and

ment we

on the introd
ensue ; do you believe thatit would be for the crea-
it and honor of the landed aristocracyof this coun-

no sct of mine caused the tailure of the nobdie lord’s

atlem d that 1 1 way concerned in the
Teasons'which iadaced the noble lord. finally 10 |
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believe that whatever

tenths; 10 one hundred and twenty-five, the loss ap- | he

the | answer to the country :

impertation of food. Thevea right to inler, that if
that had becu the proposal, namely, that existing du-
ties upon corn nnrf other articles of provision should
be suspended, thut propossl would ha,e met with
genernl assent. (Uneers.) Then, il that be so, I
sk you to expedite the passing of this hlii——(liuﬂ-
ter and cheere)—or to move s ao amendment, that
the duties upou il articles of provision shull torth-
with be suspended.” (Genewed cheers.) The op-
pouents of the government plans seemed to say that
they would t1o & suspension of the law ull
next harvest; and he waa glad of the admis-
sion thereby implied, that it would not be
wise to mmﬂu for the present that no rice, or oats,
or maize should be admiited, and that the daty on
wheat should be maintained at 17s. Sir Robert
Peel quoted some oi the instunces in which the ports
had been opened—in ; 1756, 1767, 1791, 1783, 1795,
1796, 1799. ' Had the ports been opened in Novem-
ber last, the supphies might have been more ample ;
but there was still the com of six months.—
Parliament must now make 1ta choice.
ther maintain _the existing law, or muke some pro-
for facilitating the inlrogu.etmn of foreign
ood. Then came the further quition, * After the
suspension of the exi law, and the admission ot
foreign importation for & period of eight months,
what do gau_ propose to do with the existing comn-
lawal That is, of course, the question which any
man would have to consider who advised the sus-
pension of the corn-laws ! Well, my conviction 1s
80 strong that it would be utterly impossible, alter
establishing perfect freedom of trade for a period
of eight months, to permit the existing corn-law to
come into operation at the end of it—my eonviction
ia 80 strong that it would be impracticable and im-
politic, that I could not entertain such an idea.” It
might be said, * Give us suspension now, and at
the end of that suspension we will have the corn-
laws as they ars now;"” butany such notion was
founded on & total misapprehension of pub-
lic opinion. What! would they revive the
existing corn-law in all its provisions? Would
they, for instance, refuse the admission of maize 1
“ It was prnpnud.‘ut session, to admit maize free
of duty. The price of barley was falling, the duty
on burley was increasing ; and, without the slight-
est naturul connexion between meize and barley,
the duty on maize was increasing also. Then,
might notthe law be altered in that respect 1—
Yes. But remember this, that in the course ol
Inst mession nolice was given that maize should
be imported duty free, ause 1t was desira-
ble to have maize for food. Do you think it poesibls
indevising a new corn-law, to devise one, the lead-
ing principle of which should be, that maize should
come in duty [ree because the adnmission of that
article would be for the benefit of the jarmer, es he
might feed his cattle and pige with it; but that
there are certain other articles used for consumptien
by human beings, and in respect to them the law
shall be maintained in all its force T Do you advise
us now to fight thatbattle 1 Do you not feel that
that very fact of suspension would constitute a new
element in the consideration of things, and would
give a tenfold stimulus to the agitation that previ-
ously existed 1 Do you invite us to fight that baule
now 1 What would be the state of feeling upon the
subject 1 Do you invite us to » the law w
a guarranty of its revival 1™ In reference to the
ohnga of opinion which had been avowed by
members of the House, and as to which an attempt
had been made to attach suspicion, Sir Robert asked
if some of the most honorahle men that ever sat on
the l?inilterlnl benches had not ‘Elm conclusive
roofs of sincerity. Did Lord A l'ﬂ' Mr. Stuart,
l;'Ir. W. Patten, Mr. Egerton, Lord Henniker, Mr.
Charteris, or Mr. Dawnay, vacate their seats {rom
interested or corrupt motives ! Passing from these
considerations, Sir Robert invited attention to the
course which the debate bad taken, and to the ad-
missions and expressions of opinion of those who
had been loudest in their condemnation of the Go-
vernmen:. The first he would notice wis the mem-
ber for Huntingdon, Mr. Thomas Baring. “The
hon. member thinks 11 is just the time {or making a
compromise on the subject—tor a new Corn-law !—
Why, if ever there wia an unlortunate moment for
a compromiss, it 1s the present. What is the mean-
ml a compromise ! la it a new Corn-law 1 Well
is the security for the maintenence of that i
(Ironical cheers from the Protection benches ) The
member for Roxburghshire, (Mr Francis 1,)
waas the loudest advocate for protection, and had a
curivus notion of the relation between a country
aod 1t Minister. Mr. Scott had likened Sir
Robert Peel to a hired advocate, and said he had
thrown up his brief. Perhaps Mr. Scolt was not
aware that a Minister of Stale took an oath
to unreservedly and ireely deliver his opinion
in council, according to his heart con-
science. Sir [tobert npprehended 1liat an ob-
ligation of that kind constituted a material
difference between the position of a minieter ol state
and the office of a retained counsel.  Bur Mr. Scou,
when insisting that he was bound by every censid
eration of consistency and honor, to maiantain the
Corn-laws of 1842, had admitted that within the
last three years, in his own country, there had been
such ioprovemeats in roads, such introduction of
science into agrienlture, such tneilities for iatroduc-
ing cheap corn, that in_his opinion the time was
come when the present Corn-laws must be altered.
“And when I asked the honorable gentleman,
‘whom are you counsel for '—meaning, that if any
obligation wes imposed on me to matntain theCom-
law of 1842, | could not quite uoderstand why the
honorable gentleman could so mdal{ abandon it—
y

the honorable gentleman was perfectly ind t at
being lm to be a counsel. Claiming the tune-
tions of arsis Cloots, who said he was attorney
! for the human race, the rabls gentleman
said, * I counsel !—that is an_ tation on my hon-
or: [ am counsel for the agriculturiste—I am coun-
sel for the commercial interests—I am counsel for
whole country—I am counsel for the interes
of hmh.: iy’ ” (Ll;wghur_.) Sir ml :d
not, himsell aim siter tunctiens so nsive.
The next was the member for New-castle-under-
Lyme, (Mr. Colquhoun): and he told Sir Ropert,
that hereatter and for ever he withdrew his confi-
dence from him. Bat if ever there wasa man who
had less reason than another to censure a Minister
for not establishing ** a great ﬁmciph," it was Mr.
Colquhoun himeelf. *‘ Why,
honorable member for Wolverhampton ; and he has
voled againet him. (Laoghter.) He 15 an advo-
cate for a fixed daty , but he has done all he could
to muintain s shding seale. [ do not know whether
the honorable gentleman has shared in my misfor-
tune, and read the p-mlghlc: of Joha Campbell Col-
illermont. (l?uhm )y 1

inst him—if he 1s a determined sy
& duty, and yet ever since 1842 has done all in
his power to maintain the sliding scale, and it my
construction of his phlet be correct, und he is
an advocate of mrlmwunﬁer how I should have
fared with him if T had laid down ‘a great principle’,
1 wonder what the honorable gentleman would have
said, il, after having carried sion, I should
have subsequently declared that at the end of that
suspension the Government stake its exist-

ture to say there would not have a more stren-
uous opponent of such & course than the honorable
gentleman: at least, | venture to say, there never
was a gentleman so clamorous for the announce-
Lnuun pmww. who pursued lenlmw which left
im so com ya

proposal mi be made. (Laighter) The
mrpll.o“xl y’

Sir Hobert inquired il it have been ble
| for the Government to rely on_Lord John Manners
] had resolved to advise a renewal of the
Corn-law upon suspension. *“‘ He says he ia decid-
edly in tavor of a repeal of the Corn-law, but he
thinks the nt Parliament ought not to enaet,
nor the present Minister to propose, such a measure.
Well, but the personal tion is no

%o AR, question, lor the coun-
try is, is the measure or wrong.

u:lm can justify himselt in I'oti.::'
w he tnl.éve- 10 be n,h and w

mighty interests. Ldmumm.

sure
cerns
L d
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It muat ei- |

ath | 64e. 7d., while

has voted with the | lowed

ence on the revival of the existing Corn-law. [ ven- | but

ohn Manners was mext adverted 1o ; |

duty was only 64. per hundred weight. (Laughter )
The cuty ou loreign flax was removed m.ffﬂ—-n
that time it wae £10 & ton ; a reduetion wes then
eficcted to the nomioaliduty of 5d. a hundred
weight, and in 1842 1h» duty was abandoned aito-
ether.  Wae it the removal of this duty of 5. &
undred weight that iuvolved the parisnes of Ald-
cock and Chisselborouzh in ruin? Ia freland no
culiure is more prolitabre than that of flax, which 18
unprotected ; and it is obvioua that the decay of
Aldeock and Chisselborough had arisen from other
causes than the withdrawal of the protective duty.
The debate had chicily turned on the corn laws,
but it was not necessarily a corn law debate. The
proposal was that the House should go iato commut-
tee to consider the principles of our commercial po-
licy. * Now, as I stated before, it is the intention
of her Majesty’s goverument to adhere to their pro-
posal. I have stated the reasons why they wiil do
it. They are incl'ved to prefer it, considering
especially the opportuaity that three years affords
for improvement in drainage. But, at the samo
ume, also distinetly make the statement, that if the
agricultural body are of opinion that it will be for
their advantage—il they think that immediate re-
peal will be preteruble to the deferred repeal which
18 the proposal of the government—(** Hear” from
the opposition benches)—if, by & unien with honor-
able gentlemen opposite, they should place me in 8
minority—then the only consideration which I
bear in mind will be, what course can I best take to
give effect to the law so nmended at your instance.
Loud cheers (rom the opposition beuches ) 1 will
o all 1leln to quryl the |m:|||mtl4t:icrh|:= hc:f the gnur:;
ment—1 preter it. Iproposed 1, ving it to
favorable to the agricultural interest. 1'50 not sa
what course, speaking for myself, I might pursue.
do not say what effect success here might produce
in anether place, for which [ have less maans of an-
swering than I have here ; but this [ will say, that
my opinion as to the policy of a fiaal adjustment of
the corn laws will remain unaltered ; ui 1shall de-
cidedly prefer immediate repeal, even though car-
ried against me, to throwing the country into con-
tusion by the rejection of this meusure.
cheers ) Observe, 1 say it will be quite for myeelf
to der what of | | conduct will be
most conducive to the result | should have in view J
but this I do believe, that the final adjusiment

all others.” (Loud cheers) As to the pl
cost of corn under the new measure, he could not
pass an opinion ; but he thought that nothing was
more erroneous than to suppose that the interests of
agriculture were naturally and immediately inter-
woven with the g:lcu of wheat. [a demonstrating
the truth of this, Sir Robert adverted particularly to
the fact that 1t is impessible to draw a just inference
from the nominal price of wheat, without, at the
same jtime, taking the quality into account. He
showed, by reference to returns beginning in 1793,
that the price of wheat had shown a tendency to
decline. ** A very remarkable series of lacia also
presents itself in the amount of reatal of land as
compared with the price ot wheat. The gross r-n-
tal of land in 18165, as taken from the property tax
return, wan £32,502 000. The price of wheat for five
years ending in 1515, was 1024. 5. For the five
years ending with 1842, the I-[i\nae of wheat was
I !hagum of land in England
had increased to 7,794,000 Thus, coincident
with a fall in the price of corn, there was an in-
crease in the rental of land.”™ Tl;q speech from the
throne contained a recommendation to review the
existing duties, and aseertain whether such further
reductions could not be made as would tend to_ in-
sure a continuanee of the advantages derived
from the previous reduction. The answer
by the Commons did not convey a pledge as
to the measure, but it _mve%ed an  BsSUrAnNCe
that the recommendation should be considered.
Aod how was that assurance to be fulfilled?
Would they refuse to go into committee 1 Will
you stand still ¥—for six mounths to come will you
do 1 I say, in this country, to stand still
is to retrodrade. 1 never said that it was on the ex-
perience of the tanff for three years I have come to
a change of opinion. | said this—that during three
ears | have eeen, coincident with abundance and
ow prices, great prosperity; | have seen great con-
tentment; | have seen the diminution ot crime; [
have geen the abatement of all social disordets;
have seen l.'gcml health; | hove seen lucreased com-
merce; and that experience of three years has con-
vinced me that cheapness and (ﬁul'm’ are at the foun-
on of your prosperity. (Cheers.) This is the
challenge {o!!‘er. not connected with the tariff of the
Inst three years alone, but with ect to the whole
series of your relaxations of prohibitorysluties—
show me one relaxation, or removal of prohibition,
which has mot contributed (o the ndvantage of the
great body of the consumers of this country.” He
had indeed been ashained to read some of the peti-
tions presented on the subject of this protection.
One was from ship-owners, praying that the House
might check a!l further rash experiments on British
navigation, and reject the propoettion for reducing
the uty on foreign timber Jfrom 254 to 168, He
anked, ** what has been the 1ssue of the rash experi-
ment you made in 18427 You found then n diseri-
minating duty ol 45s, which you redvced to 26s.
Have you destroyed the Canada trade? Al the port
of Liverpool the average tonnage in the British
North American trade, for cleven years preceding
the reduction of the duty was 153,000 tons; and since
you removed the d?.% on Canadian timber, the ave-
rsge has been 194,000 tons of ihlapm&:mphnd at
Liverpool in the Canada trade. On the sverage of
seven years before the reduction of duty, 5,749,000
loads of pines were imported; in 184 (he q;;lulur
brought Irom Canada smounted to 6,211,000 loads;
and in 1845, 10 6,170,000 loads. Yet the lﬁl.pomu
call on you to refuse a reduction of the daty on tim=
be:;};l they &-.ued on you Bl: refuse h: rod%mo_n for-
me . to 28s. L ve a deficiency
in that particular article wm.'?ﬁu build ships that
shall endure for twelve years; and these wers the
circumstances under which you have the modest
proposal made 1o leave the riminating duty at
ooy g thet 1o it the shiewnech of S Singm
3 an s w e ship-owners, hings,
aek as ‘* essential to their interestal” Following
this subject, Sir Hobert referred to the alarms exci-
ted in previous times by proposals to reduce import

dul d to the results which hed fol

- h’ “w:;n ldn lh:'-n - an altera-
tion of the mik daties, Lord ireon, (then Mr.
Baring) resisted the that the ef-

measure, y
e ook 0 e, A s
to rates for 5
yu“ the resuli The jon, which lor
ten years ending in was po
is now, for the year 1844, 6 pounds.
i:rnlur- Ime;m n ﬂ 1n reference to th
trade 1n feathers. One extsnsive merchant told Sir
Rober' that the effect would be to annihilate the
Irish and English feather trade; bullhumﬁ
written to him in the course of the present s
ing him that his fears had proved un |—~that
his trade
mentioning
E:dmb:dl. thus showing that oiat b
en prosperous in uence nty
'Il::‘.dm' and ?admm i?. expend a part of
their earnings in feather goods.
Hobert remarked, 3.: the vote to be

e

conclusion, Sir
ven did not

Iiaal;t ryf ai:ii 13::1 ':::r“co!u&.u are wm
lhcirti:eil:'ien. Sardinia had set the example

liberal tariff: N-.gu would shortly follow; h.wnﬂ
tell them ch;n s . ?ouﬁ“:lmz m;w
Franece w:l_ .:";,.'_ : ’E's';r Robert !':'e.l,m:"ﬁe:;:;:

ly three hours & fally from the b

long-con cheers,

m;.'}luowunnowm_l rise 1o mage a few ob-

Sarely, 10 | ervations on the momentous subject which Sir Ro-
m&ﬁﬁ']mﬁﬁ: forward ; and to expinin and

the vote which it & my intention to give,

this question is now a consideration paramount o .
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